BOOKING-AGENT;   PRODUCER

just made a short play out of Frances Hodgson Burnett's
story, "Editha's Burglar."

In New Orleans Charles discovered that young Thomas
was playing in his own play at a near-by theater
and went over to see him. After the performance he
visited him in his dressing-room, renewed his acquaint-
ance, and said to him with the optimism of youth:

"Mr. Thomas, I hope that some day you will write
a play for me."

The company now made a tour of Texas, where the
troubles began. Business declined, but Frohman suc-
ceeded in landing the company in Chicago after a series
of misfortunes. Here Sophie Eyre retired and was suc-
ceeded by Louise Dillon as leading woman. Charles,
of course, had no money with which to buy costumes, so
she pawned her jewels and used the proceeds. Sadie
Bigelow took her place as ing6nue.

Charles now started his famous tour of the Northwest
which rivaled the Stoddart days in hardship and in
humor. The Northern Pacific Railroad had just been
opened to the coast, and Charles followed the new route.
A series of tragic, dramatic, and comic experiences began.
The tour was through the heart of the old cow country.
One night, when the train was stalled by the wrecking of
a bridge near Miles City, Montana, a group of cowboys
started to "shoot up" the train. Frohman, with ready
resource, singled out the leader and said:

" We've got a theatrical company here and we will
give you a performance."

He got Rowland Buckstone to stand out on the
prairie and recite "The Smuggler's Life," "The Execu-
tion," and "The Sanguinary Pirate" by the light of a big
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